Basement Apartments in Brampton

By:  Daniel L. Rutman
WHAT is a 2-unit dwelling?
The determination of whether a unit is a 2-unit dwelling is made by a by-law enforcement officer and is determined by some or the entire following factor:

Does the unit have a kitchen, washroom and any entrance that can be locked?

A unit which has a washroom and an entrance that can be locked, may not be a 2-unit dwelling

A unit which has a washroom and an entrance that can be locked, and has a microwave oven may be a 2-unit dwelling.
Prior to November 16, 1995

A person could register a two unit dwelling if they chose to;

On November 16, 1995 a 2-unit dwelling became illegal unless it was registered.

A person could register a 2-unit dwelling if they submitted an application to the City of Brampton with supporting proof that a 2 unit dwelling existed before November 16, 1995.

Registering by Existing owner

In order to prove a 2-unit dwelling existed on or before November 16, 1995 an owner would have to provide at least one of the following:
1. Income Tax receipt showing rental income;

2. Cancelled lease agreement;

3. Rent cheque for the relevant period.

Registering by Subsequent owner
If the property had been transferred and no registration had taken place by the prior owner, the new owner would require a statutory declaration sworn by the previous owner or tenant that the property was being used as a 2-unit dwelling prior to November 16, 1995.
January 31, 2006 - ALL 2 UNIT DWELLINGS THAT HAVE NOT YET BEEN REGISTERED ARE ILLIGAL.

If you are uncertain whether a 2-unit dwelling has been registered or not, you can contact Pam Thomson at the City of Brampton at 905-874-2090.
***all application that were submitted but that have not been completed by July 15, 2006 will be deemed abandoned.
The current state of 2-unit dwellings is that you can no longer register a 2-unit dwelling.

Individuals will be prosecuted on a complaint basis-may now include fines and/or removal. The city of Brampton legal department is still considering how it will proceed if it finds an illegal unit but an owner is able to establish its existence
